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CONSIDERATIONS 
touching the betrerpacification, 
and Edification of the Church 


of ENGLAND? 
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SSZZA) may contend wah your 
: -Hauing therefore--preſumed. not 
without your Majetties gracious acceptation, 
__ ſomewhat of the one, I am-the more in-- 


| _ ed not toibee-falene _ 
ther , becauſe it is an-Argument that Fhaue tra« 
| velled herecofore 4. But Salomon; k 
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the Churchof. Fl 


I may cerinedenhalne what I want in depth of 

any 4A y bee counteruailed in ſimplicitie, 
aſe ion. Bur of all ting, te this 

did moſt animate me, thac I found in 

onz of mine, (which I have long heldandembra- 


hath cbliſhed af your eh your ven 

Ee CES wherein 
you haue well expreſſed rothe World, that there 
woo get yen 
principle and pofition of G T 

4A AYES ot men i —_ 
For who ſeethnot, that many are afefed and 
giue opinion in thele marters, as if they had not ſo 
much a defire co purge the cuill fromthe good, as 
pro ey ery ry In > 


Dat wh und, och repuaton of that 
_ which 


phone then pared inall Noel ubmit 
whatſocuer I ſhall propound , n—_— the ane 
but as amiceinto the T reaſuric of wide 
For as the Aſtronomers do wel 
| | three of the ſuperiour Lights d6emeet 
| Aion, it bringerh _—_ fome admirable effects ; 
4. lo thrcbene ond your Majefite the lighe of 
SF Loca and aboue all the 
| light of Ro Godet ly ſpirit,it cannot be but your go- 
vernment muſt bee as a happie conſtellation ouer 
the Scrares of your King 


domes. Neither is there 
Wanting'ts your Majeſtic thatfourth-Lig 


tehe,which 
eduglirbaburs borrowed Light, yeris of fingu- 


ler cfhcacie ncabanenedwere ene; Which 
is the Light ofa moſt wiſe, and well compounded 
C to whoſe. Honourable and graue VViſe- 
Joiner I doe liboviſe ſubmit whatſoever I hall 
eſta- 


z Hoping that Iſhalnotneed tomake 
we my mind and opinion, that vitill your Ma- 
jeſtie doth otherwiſe determine andorder, all a&tu- 
-all and full obec ence js robe gjuetrto Eceleſiafti- 
call juriſdiQion, as it nowſtanes, and whenyour 
L Majeſtic hath dererminedand ordered, thareuery 
E, +... - un anvyrsiyol deſi Tres, and ap 
= IHOTENY he Mijefties Lawes, Ordinances, 
R mace} As ments, No rol che ET 


rather to rumour and: effion in the 


rending | 
vulgar fort, than to likely-hoo4 
with obferuation of dutie. 


Bur before I cnrer into the points controverted, 
I thinke good ro remooue (if it may be) two, opi- 
nions, which do direaly confront and oppane te 
reformation, the one bringing it to a nw!litie, and 
the vr = impoſſibilitie. The is is, That tt 
i 4r4inft 7opd policig to innouatc any thing in Church 
ins - nlpureal That all ref AG wwſt bee 
after one Platforme. 

Fer the firſt of theſe, it is excellently ſayd bythe 
Prophet, Stare ſuper Via! antiquas, & Videte que- 
vw fit via refte ff vera, & embulate in ea. S0 as 
he doth not ſay, State ſuper wVias antiquas & ambe- 
lareines, For it is true, that with all wiſe and 
moderate perſons, cuſtome and viage obtainerh 
that reucrence, as it is ſufficient matter to mooue 
thera zo make a ftand, and to diſcoyer and take a 
view,but it is no warrant to guide orcondu@rhe; 
a iuſt ground I ſay it isef deliberation, but not of 
direction. But on the other fide, who knoweth 
nor that time is truely compared to a ſtreame, that 
carieth downe freſh and pure waters into that ſalt 
ſea of corruption which inufroneth all humane 
aQtioris? And therefore if man ſhall not by his in- 
duftric, vertue, and policie, as it were with the . 
oare rowe againſt the fircame and inclination of 
rime all inflicutions — be they _ 


Certaine Conſiderations touching 


ſo pure will corrupt and degenerate., But not' to 


handlechis matter comon-place-like, I would onc- 
ly aske, why the ciuill State, ſhould be purged and 
reſtored by good and. wholetome Lawes made e- 
wery third er fourth yeare in Parliaments afſem- 
bled, deuiſing remedies as faſt as time breedeth 
miſchiefs, & contrariwiſe the Eccleſiafticall State 
ſhould ſtill. continue vpon the dregs of time, and 
receiue to alteration now for thelc fiue and fortie 
reares and more ? If any man ſhall obte, that if 
the like intermiffion had beene vied in Ciuill cau- 
ſes alſo, the error had not beene great. Surely, the 
wiſedome of the Kingdome. hath beene other- 
wile iti experience, for three hundred yeares ſpace 
at. the leaſt, Burt it bee hid tome, thar there is a 
difference betweene Cijuill cauſes and Ecclefiafti- 
call, they may. as well rell me, that Churches and 
 Chappels need no reparations, though Caſtles 
and NRs Toe z: Whereas commonly. to ſpeake 
truth, dilapidations of the inward and ſpirituall 
edifications of the Church of God arcinall times 
as greag,as the outwarg and materiall, SureJ.am, 
that the very word and flile of Reformation vied 
by our Sauiour, ab initio now fait ita, was applyed: 
to Church matters,and thoſc of the higheſt nature 
concerning the Law morall, -. 


i + 


rthelefſe, hee were both vathankefull and 


Neuer 


vnwile that would denie, but that the Church of 
| Queene Blizebarhof 


famous 
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England ducing the time © 
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* "the Charthof England... 
famous memorie didflouriſh.If I ſhould corspare 
itwith forraine . burches, I would rathtrthie'com- 
pariſon ſhouldbein the vertues, ther/as ſoie'make 
it in the defes; rather Þ ſay,as berweenethe Vine 
& the Olive,which ſhould bemoſt fruitfull;& nor 
as berween the bryer and the thiſtle, which ſhould 
beemoft ynprofitable, For thar reucrence ſhould = 
be vſed to the Chinch which the good fonnes of 
Noah vied to theirfathers nakednefle ; that is, as it 
were to goc backwards, and to helpe the defes 
thereof, and yet rodificmblethem. Anditis tobe 
acknowledged, that ſcatcely any chtitch fince the 
Primitiue Church, yeclded in like manner of yea 
and Latitude of Countrey, a greater number 
of exc=llent-Preachers , Famous — 
raue Gouernours; bur for the diſciplineand Or- 
ders of the Chutch, as, many and the chiefeſt of. 
them are very holy and good, fo yet if Saint /obx 
were to indite an Epiſtle tothe church of England, 
as hee did to them of £4ſis, it wouldſure have the . 
clauſe Habes 4ducrſws fe pance. And' tio more for 
this poinr, ſauing that as an appendixe thereunto, 
it is not amifle to touch thar obieion, which'is 
made to the tine and not rothe matter, preten- 
ding chat it Reformation were neceſſarie, yet it 
were notnow ſcaſoriable at your Afaieſbies firſt en- 


trance. Yet Hippocrates faith,Si quid moues a princs 
' Pio mone. And the wiſedome of all examples doth 


ſhew, that the wiſeſt Princes, as they hayeeuer 
Ba  _ beeag 


 CertnineGonfidenations tokching 

| beenthe moſt ſparing in remoouing or alteration 
of ſeruants and officers ypon their comming in 
ſo for remoouing of abulcs and cnormities, and 
forrcforming of Lawes and the policie of their 
Seates, have chiefly ſought to enable and 
commend their beginnings therewith, knowin 
that che firſt impreſſion with people continue 
long, and-when mens mindes are moſt inexpea- 
tion andſuſpence, then are they beſt wrought and 
ed.. And therefore it ſeemeth ro me,thar as 
the ſpring of nature, I meane the ſpring of the 
 yeare, is the beſt time for purging and medici- 
ning the naturall body;ſo the ſpring of Kingdoms, 
is the moſt proper ſeaſon for the purging and rc. 
Cifying of politique bodies, 

-_ remaincth , yet an obicion rather of 
ſuſpicion then ot reaſon, and yet ſuch as I'thinke 
maketh agreat impreſſion in the mindes of very 
wiſe and well affeQed perlons ; which is, That if 
way be ginen to mutation, though it be in taking away 
abuſes, yet it mayo acquaint men with ſweet neſſe of 

noe, as it will pndermine the ſiabilitie enen of that 
which # ſound «nd good. This ny had beene a 
and true allegation in. the,ancient conten- 
amy diviſions berweene the'pecople and the 
Senate of Rome, where things were carricd at the 
appetites of wulcirudes which. can: neyer kcepe 
within the compaſle of any moderation. Buttheſc 
things beeing wich vs. to hauc an orderly. 
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vnder a King who hath a Zoyall power, and appre- 
ued judgement, and knowethas well. the meaſure 
of things, as the nature of thew, is ſurely a need- 
lefle feare. For they need not doubr, but your 
Maieftie with the aduile of your Councell, will dif- 
cerne what things are intermingled like the tares 
amongſt the wheat, which haue their rootes ſo in- 
wrapped and intangled, as the one cannot be pul- 
led vp without indangering the other, and what 
are mingled, but as the chaffe and the cone, 
which needs bart afanne to fift and ſeuer them. So 
munch therefore for the fi: point of no reformati- 
onto be admitted at all, | 

For the ſecond point, That thereſhould be but 
one forme of Diſcipline in all Churches, and that 
impoſed by a neceffitie of a commandement. and - 
preſcript out of the word of God; itisa matter * 
Volumes hauc beene compiled of, and therefore 
cannot recciue 2 briefe redargutien, 1 for my 

ut doe confclle, that in revealing the Scriptures, 
Fs neuer find any ſuch thing, but that God 
had left the like libertie ro the Church-gowernwment, 
as he hath done to the Crns/ gonermment , to be va- 
ried according to time and place and accidents, 
dence doth order and diſpole , for all ciuill go- 
uerninents are reſtrained from God vnto the ge-. 
narall grounds of luftice and manners, but the pa- 
licies and formes of them are left free, Sorhar 
B 3 Ar 


(certaine Conſiderations touching 
Monarchies and Kingdomes, Scnates and Seigno- 
ries, popular States and Communalties, arc all 
lawfull and where they are planted ougheto bee 
maintained inuivlate. I 

So likewiſe in Church matters, the ſubſtance of 
Do&trine is immantable,, and fo are the genera!l 
Rules of gouernment; but fot Ritesand Ceremo- 
nies and for the particular Hierarchies, policies, 
and diſciplines of Churches, they be lefc at large. 
And therefore it is good weereturne vnto the an- 
cient bondsof vnitie,in the Church of God,which 
was one Faith, one Baptiſme, and not one Hicrar- 
chie , one. Diſcipline , and that wee obſerue the 
| league of Chriftrens as it is penned by our Sautour 
Chriſt which is in ſubſtance of doQtine this , Hee 
Bhat 6 not withwvi ts againſt vs.But in things indiffe» 
renit and bur of circumſtance, this, Hee that # wot 
againſt v5 is with v3.1n theſe things ſo as the gene- 
rall rules be obſerued that CbriſisFlocke be fed ; that 
there be a ſuceeſ510n in Byſbops and Miniſters, which 
_ arethe Prophets of the ew Teſtament, that there 
be a due & reuerent vſc of the power of che Keyes ; 
that thoſe that Preach the Goſpell, luc of the Goſpell;, 
that all things tend to edification ; that all yy bee 
done tn order and with decencie and thelikez rhe reſt 
is left ro the holy wiſedome and fpirituall diſcre- 
tion of the maſte;-builders and inferiour builders 
in Chrafts Charch,as it is excellently alluded by that 
Father char noted that Chriſt; Garment was with- 
_ out 


out ſeame, and yetthe Churches garment was of 
diuers colours, and, ſetteth downe for 
a Rule; Iv» veſte warietas ſit ſciſſurs now ſit. 

In which varictie neuerthelefle it isa fafe and a 
wiſe courle to follow good examples and preſi- 
dents,Bue then the rule of imitation and example, 
is to conſider not enely whichare the beſt, bur 
which are the likeft, as namely the gouernmenct of 
the Church, in the pureft times of the firſt good 
Emperours that imbraced the Faith. For the times 
_ of perſecution before temporall Prixces receiued 
the Faith as they were excellent times for doctrine 
and maners,fo they be vnproper and vnlike exam- 
ples of outward gouernmentand policic. Aud ſo 
much for this point : now to the particular points 
of Controuerfics or rather of Reformation. 


—— —_ 
Cm 


Greumſtances in the Gouernment 
of Byſhops. 


= Pf therefore for the Gouernment of Byſhops, 

L for my part not prejudging the Prefidents of 
other reformed Churches, doc hold it warranted 
| by the word of God and by the praRtiſe of the an- 
cient Church inthe better times, and much more 
conuenient for Kingdomes then parity of Mini 
fters, and gouernmenc by Synodes. But then fur- 
ther it.is to be eonfidered, that the Church is not 
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and 
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(certaine Deion dovcbing 


now-co plant or build, bur one[y to bee praned 
from corruptions and repaired, and reſtored in 
ſome decayes, 

| For it is worth thenoting, that the Scripture 
ſaich; Tranſlajo Ly acerdotio meceſſe off uu & Lees fiat 
tranſlatio. It is not poſſible in reſpec of the great 
and neere-ſympathie berweene the State Ciui'l, 
and the State Eccleſiaſtical, tomake fo mayne an 
alteration in the Church, but it would have'a peri- 
lous operation vpen the Kingdomezand therefore 
it is fic, that controuerſie be in peace and filence, 

Bur there bee ewwo circumfſiances in the admi- 
niſtration of Byſhops, whercin I confefſe I could 
neuer be larisfied, The one, The /ole exerciſe of 
their «uthoritie ; The other, the Depmation of hee 
authoritee. 

For the firſt,the Byſhop giueth ordersalone, cx- 
communicateth alonegjudgeth alone, This ſecmes 
to bee a thing almoft without example in gouern- 
ment, and y TR nor vnlikely ro haue crept in 
the degenerate and corrupt times, .VVec ſec the - 
grente Kings and Monarches haue their Coun- 
cels. There isno temporall Councell in England of 
the higher fort where che authoritie doth reſt in 
one perſon, The Kit ,Comon-pleas,and 
the are benches of acertain number of 
Judges. Chancellor of England hath an Afi. 
ance of 12.Maiſters of the Chancerie, The Ma- 
ter of the Wards oveenccet PEO__ 


t$heChurchof 


hath the Chancellor of the Duchie.In the Exche: | 
quer Chamber,the Zord TYeaſaror is ioyned with 
the Chancellor and.the Barronsz The Maftersof 
the Requeſts are euer more'than das. The liftices 
of Aſfileare two. The Zord Prefidents in the Mar- 
ches and inthe Worth, hane councels of diuers. 
The Starre-chamber is an aſſembly of the Kings 
priuic Conncelaſperſed with Zords 'Spirituall and | 
 Tempotall. So as inall Courts the principall per- 
fon hath euer cither Colleagues or A{efſors. 

The like is ro bee found in other well 
 Kingdomes abroad where the juriſdiQtion' is yer 
mote diftribured, as in Pu I 6 of Partiament 
of Prance,and in other places. Noman will denie, 


butthe Acts that paſſe the By/Sops juriſdiftion, are; 


of as great importanceas thoſethar the Ciusdl? 
Conrts; for mens foules IS 


ag: imandliug, Fa ſoli nam fceek- : 
ris Nay,welſee thatthefictt warrantin Spi- 

rit\iall-cauſes'ts direted to a number Des Eccleia, 

. which isnot ſoin remporall matters; And weſee 

x gene cauſes of Charch-gonernment,there 

tergie inCouncels, 

fe racs in Porliament, whence ſhould this 

ſole exerciſe of zuriſdiRtion come? Surely, I dos 

ſuppole and thinks vpon ground, that-4þ initio 


l von ſui ita ; od that the Deanes and Chapters 
1 were Counſels about the Seas and chayres of py- 
ſhops ar the fuſt;, and were yatothem a Precbiterie, 
_ orie,. and intermedled not onely. inthe 
ing of their reucnues and endowments, bur 
_ more in juriſdiction Ecckſtafticall. But it 
| is probable,that the Deane and Chepter flucke cloſe 

| ro the Byſbops in warters of profit andihe world, 
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and would not looſe theirhold; but in matters of 
juriſdiction, (which they tended but trouble 
and attendance) they ſuffered the Byſhops to en- 
 croach and viurpe, and ſo the one continueth,and 
the other is loft. And wee (ce that the Byſhopof 
Rome, ( fareft & ab heſfte doceri, and ro-queſtion in 
that Charch the firſt inſtitutions were excellent) 
performeth all AN #71 parmay jurilGidtion as ins 
Conſpftorie. 

And whereof conſitery chi Conſifterie, bur of 
the pariſh Prieſts of Zowe,which terme therwlelucs 
Cardinals, 4.cardinibus mundi, becauſe the Byſho 

hind hereof to be vniuerſall ouer the whole would, 
we ſee divers ſhadowes yet.re- 
ing; Avemehe Deane and ch r, Pro for- 


veth orders, if hackes 
ſent, ito to i 


ous, and according to the firſt inſtitution, that By. 
fhops in the greareſt cauſes, and thoſe which rc- 
quire a ſpiritual diſcerning,namelyin otdayning, 
(nſpending or depriving” Miniſters in excommu- 
nication being reſtored to the true and proper vſc 
as ſhall bee afterwards reuched, infentencing the 
validitie of Mariages, and legittimations, in jad- 
ging catfesetiminonsas Symonie,inceſt,blaſphe- 
mie and'che like, ſhould not procced fole and'vn- 
allified , which point as I vnderftand, is a Refor- 
mation that may beeplanted fine frepits, withouc 
ariy perturbation ar all, and is a matter which will 
give irength to the Byſhops, countenance toche 
inferiour degrees of Prelates or Miniſters, and 
the better iflueor proceeding in thoſe cauſes thac 
ſhall paſſe, oY | 
' And as Iwifh this firengeh giuen to the pyſbops 
by Councell, fo it is not ynworthy your Adaieffies 
Royaltconfideration, wherher you ſhall not think 
fit to ginefirefgthto the general Councellofyour 
' Clergie;the Connveation Houſe, which was then re- 
firained, when the flare of the Clergie was thoughe 
a ſuſpected Kingdome in. regard of 


Part to the 
their late homage to the Byſhop of Rewe, which 
Rate tow will give places none in their loyaltic 
and devotionbur to'your 32aeflie,> 2 27» 

_ "P6r rhe frond poinr, which iis the /[Depurz- 


'rion of their Authoritie, 1 ſec no perfetandſure 
« . or that fHeither ; bee 'L eonar pr 
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( crtaine Conſiderations touching 
rent from the examples and rules of gouernment. 
The Byſbop excrciſeth his juriſdiion by his Chan- 


celler and Comiſſarie, Officiall,che, Wee (ceinall 
Lawes in the world.Offrces of confidence and skill 


cannot be pur ouer nor exerciſed by deputie, cx- 
cept ic bee eſpecially contained in. the originall 
grant., and inthat calc itis dutifull. And for ex- 
pericnce, there was never any Chauncellour of 
land, made a Deputie. There was neuer any 
coae in any Court,made a Deputic, The 3y{bop is 
a Iudge, andof a high Nature, whenee commeth 
it that hee ſhould -depute , confidering that all 
truſt and confidence as was faid is -perſonall and 
inherent,and cannot or ought not to bee tranſpo- 
led? Surely in this againe - 6b initio nonfait ite, 
-  butitis probable, that Byſbops when they / gaue 
themſclues too: much to theglorie of the world, 
and became Grandes in Kingdemes , and- great 
Councellors to Princes , -then did,..they . de- 
laguetheir proper juriſdiction - as things of too 
- nferiour a-nature for cheir. greatneſſe z,agd. then 
alter chs fimiliuide and immitation of ings and 
Counts:Palatine, they would hane their Chan- 


»- 


dd isaRulc in all-Lawes; ——_ 
ces of rnheritance,are rather matters that (ound inin- 
tereſt thev in confidece Foralmuch as they may tall 
vpen wemen,vpon [afants,vpon Lunatiques and 
 tdeots, perſons vncapable ro execute jugicature 

in perſon, and therefore ſuch Offices by all Lawes 
_ might ever be exerciſed and: adminiſtredb 
gation. The ſecond reaſon is, becauſe of the ampli- 
rude of their Iuriſdiftion; which-isas great as ei- 
ther their birth-right from-theirAnceftors,or their 
{word-right fromGod.,maketh it. And .cherefore if 
Moſes that was Gouernour ouer rid great pebple, 


and thole collected: together inacampe,andgsc 
himſelfe. likewiſe 


fpirt it, was nenerthelcs. not a- 

ble to fcc andbold our in perſon-teQ.judge the 

people, bur did þ is ef elrengangd 

rom God, . ſubſtirureElders: and Iudges, how 
much more other Kings and Princes, as £2; 


_— monies,are — yatles 

jreTwny and Jenihain:lndges: Rand indiffercnc 
. berweenethem and the ubieR., Butin the cate of 
-: Bnſbegs,nont of thele reaſons hold. For ficſt,their 
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atonctouthing 

fon; ur {2 ecve-that their] -urlſdiftion is ample and 
gan aadekntrbeircimacies bee diuided be- 
tweene the! labours: as well inthe wordand do- 
Arine, as ing XD) RP, juriſdition. Bur yet 
mar AY. s Courts tobe 
vied vocorrapt vr Ag indice courſe 
-held-co- cauſes 'for gaine of tees ,; bur 
thartieB hevery well for cauſes of mo- 
ment, ſupply his judiciall fun&@ion' in his owne 
SOS IRIS wy Ine cs,that one Chans- 
FROeD 'E REIN thy tn equitie 
oftheenceileneie:oahazrare hnoormble Peron 
_ -whichnow holdeth rhar place, bur ic was euer (0, 
thou more and leffe burdenous roche fator, as 
the C was more orlefſe” ableitogine di- 
6 - Harpers taken to thar which was 

| _ in the word 
pareot his time, fo-I ma 
n+ cr dos eucr _—_ 


' vathe Chburchof England. 


"IO 
dit well fuffice his Offices Buzz 
<a, may ery wel for the cauſes that: == 
before him are theſe, Tythes, Legacies and Admis' 
niſtrations, and other ieftarmentary cauſes, cauſes 
Matrimeniall, accufations againſt Miniſters'ten-' 
ding to their ſuſpenſion, deprivation or degra-» 


ding, Symonie, incontinencie, Hercfic, Blaſphe- 
on pangentcy She exaiige] 


tothe end the Clergdemight fil x that: 
theinſuſtemavign, :beforetheir owne Iudges, s 
the other inaliadotpiticandReligion,” - which 
nr ro the performance of dead 
opinici, heres 
1n mine with 
nl ranlportinary Indges And Ithink 
likewiſeit will fall our-thar tholcoſutes are in o 
greatefi quryber, But forthe reſt, which requir 
Spirituall ſcience and difcretionjarelpe@toſth thei 
narure, orofche ſeandall, iowerereaſon. in. my 0- 
1\"there-were moaudicnce given, burby:the 


pints brig ledſid ms 


was 
mens Wiks. And{urelyfor 


(ertaine Conſiderations touching 
ficers, being learned in the Cimill Lew, for his ber- 
ter inſtruction in points of formalitic,or the cour- 
ſes of the Court, which if it were done, then were 
there leſle vic of the Officials Conrey whereof there 
is now ſo much complaint. And cauſes of the na- 
ture aforeſaid being only drawne to the Audience 
of the Byſhop,it would repreſle friuoJous and po- 
ling ſutes, and giue a graue and incorrupt pro- 
ceeding to ſuch cauſes as ſhalbe fir for the Court. 

There isa third point ailo, not of juriſdiftion, 
but of forme of proceeding, which may dilcerne 
Reformation; the rather becaule it is contrary to 
the Lawcs and Cuſtomes of this Land and Scate, 
whica though they doe not rule thoſe procce- 
dings, yet may they be aduiſed with for better di- 
re&ion, and that is, the Oath ex Officio, whereby 
men arc inforced to accuſe themlielues, and that 
that is more, are ſworne vnto Blanques, and not 
vnto accuſations and charges declared. By the 
Lawes of Eng/and,no man is beund to accuſe him 
felfe. In the highcft calcs of treaſon, torture is v- 
ſed for diſcouerie, and not for euidence. In capi- 
tall matters, no delinquents anſwer vpon oath is 
required, no not permitted, In criminall matters 
not capitall, handled in the Srarre Chamber,and in 
cauſes of Conlcience handled 1a zhe Chauncerce, 


forthe moſtpartgruunded vpon nul} and ſecredie, 


the oath of the partie is required. Buc how ? where 


there is an acculation andan Acculor, which wee 
call 


the Churchof England. | © 
call bills of complaine, ir 3 rene 
nariecannot varie; and out of the eompaſſe of the 
which the defendant thay norbee exam ahi 

bired vnto the Courr,and by Proces notified vnto 
the defendans, But to examine atman vpon oath 
out of the inſmuation of fame, or 6utof accuſari- 
ons ſecret and vndeclared, thongh it' hae fore 
countenance [rom'the Craill-Lew, yer is ſo eppo- 
fite ex diametro to the fence and courſe of the Com- 
mon- Law, as it may well receive ſome limitation,” 


Concerning the Liturgre, the Cere- 
14... m081cs, and Subſcriptions 
| ou the Litergre, great reſpe@t and heed would 

be raken,leaft by inueighing againſtthedumbe 
Miniſtrie due —— _ — from 
the Litarere, For thoughtthe'puift of Preaching” 
Sees an ao ne 
the Litwrgieis as high and holy as that of the Sey- 
mor. It is ſaid, Domus mes domur orations vocabie 
 t#r, The houſe of Prayer, not the houſe of Prea- 
ching. And whereas the Apoſtlefaith **row ful} 
men call pou hins on whom! they hauc not beleeued ? 
and how ſhal they beleexe onlefſe they 
fhall they heare without s Preather ? Tr a 
that IO—_ the morevriginall;:foÞr 
is'the more final > CIIER etwee 


- 


PO ES; 


Leaded 


"ON 


(crtaine Conſiderations touching 

ſeed and the fruit forthe keeping of Gods Law, 
is the fruit of the teaching of the Law,and Prager, 
or Jayecation, or Divine. ſernice, or Lutargie (tor 
theſe be but varietie of termes) is the mediate hal- 
lowing of the Name of God, and the principall 
worke, of the firlt Table, and of the great Com- 
mandemenc ot the Law ol God, Ic ts true that the 


| Preaching of the holy word of God,is the ſowing 


of the (ced,it is the lifting vp of the brazen ſerpent, 
the Miniſtrie of Faith and the ordinary mcanes of 
ſaluption,bur yet it s good to take examp'e, how 
that the beſt Actions of the worſhip of God may 
be extolled exceflively and ſuperftitiouſly, As the 
extolling of the Sacrament bred the {uperfticion 
of the Maſe; 'the extolling of the Licurgie and 
prayers, bred the ſuperſtition of: the, Monafticall 
arders and orailons; And fo no doubt Preaching 
likewiſe may be magnified and extolled ſuperſtitt- 
oufly, as if all the whole body of Gods worſhip 
fhouldberurned intoan care.Sp as nene(as 1 ſup- 
poſe) of ſound judgement, will derogate.trom the 
Liturgie, if the forme thereof be in all parts agree- 
able tothe ward of God, the example of the ?r;- 
witine Charch,and that holy decency which S. Paul 
commendeth. And thercforc farſt, that there be a 


fer forme of praycr,and that it benot left,cither to 


ancxtemporall forme, or to an atbitraric forme. 
Secondly,that ir conlift aſwell of lawdes,hymnes, 


and chankeſgiuings,as of petitions, prayers & ſup- 
: p 10att= 
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plications. Thirdly,that the forme therofbequick- | 
ned with ſome ſhortnes, and diuerfities of prayers 
and hymnes and with fome interchanges of the 


voyce of the people, as well as of the 'voyce of the 


Aftniſter.Fourthly,thatijradmirfome diſtinftions 
of times and commemorarions of Gods principal 
benefits,as well generall as particular. Fifthly,rhac 
prayers likewiſe be appropriated to ſeuerall nece(- 
fitics and occafions- of the, 'Charch, Sixtly ,- that 
there be a forme |ltkewile of words and Liturgie in 
the adminiftration of the Sacraments, andin the 
denouncing of the cenſures of the Church, and 0- 
ther holy aRiors and folemnities, Theſethings 1 

thinke will not bee much controuerred; : 

Bur for the particular exceprions to the Litur- 

gic informe as it now. ſtands, I thinke divers of 
them allowing they were juſt, yer ſeeme they not 
to be weightic,otherwite then that nothing ought 
ro bee accounted light in matcers of Religion and 
pictic, as the Heathen bimlſelfe could ſay, Ear 
onultu [ape leditar pictas, That the word Prieft 
ſhould nor bee contmucd eſpecially with 'of- 
fence, the word Mmifter being already made fami- 
liars [his may be ſaid thatitis a good Rule in tran-. 
{lation, neuer to corfound that 1n one word in the. 
tran(]ition , which is preciſcly diſtinguiſhed in 
twowords in the originallfor doubtol zqui 
tion and cracucing. Andtherfore ſecing the word 


Neofirg.g and iigys bee alwayes diſtinguiſhed 
A 


tn 


( cr taene Confreterations touching 
iotheoriginall, and the one vied tor a S2crificer, 
theocher tor a Miniſter , the word Prieft keeing 
made commen to both,whatſocuer the deriuation 
be,yct in vic itconfoundeth the Admiſter with the 
Sacr#fieer. Andforancxample, of this kind, I did 
cucc allow the diſcretion and tendernefle of the 
Rbemi(þ tranſlation in this Point, that finding in 
the originall the Word «ara and neuer iger, doe 
cuer trar{lite Charitie, and neuer Lowe, becaulſc of | 
the indifftrencie and equiuocation of the word - 
with impure Loue, rob 

| Touching the A46/o/ution, it is not vaworthy 
confideration whether it may not bee thought vn 
proper and vnneceſſary,for.thereare but two ſorts 
of Abſolution, both ſuppofing an obligation pre- 
cedent :- the ene vpon an Excommenication, « 
which is Religious and Primitiue ; the other vpon 
 Confeflion and Pennance which is ſuperſtitious, 
or atleaſt poſitive, and both particular, neither | 
\ 


general!. Thercfore ſince rhe one is taken away, 
and the other hath bis proper caſe,what doth a ge- 
nerall Abſolution wherin there is neither Penance 
nor Excommunication precedent. For the Charch 
neuer loofeth, but where the Chareb bath buund. 
And ſurely, I may thinke, this'at the fit ft was al- 
lowed inakind of Spiricuall diſcretion, becauſe | 
the Church thought the people could not bee (ud- 
denly weancd from their conceit of affoyling, to 
which they had heene ſo long accuſtomed, _. 
| For 


the Church of Enzlmd: 


For Confirmation, to my vnderſtanding the 
ſtare of the Queſtion is, whether it bee not a mat- 
ter miſtaken and altered by time,and whether that 


| benornow made a fubſequent to Bapriſme, which 


was indeedan inducement to the Commanzon, For 
whereas in the Primitive Charch, children were cx- 
amined of rheir Faith betore they were admitted 
to the Communion, time may ſeeme to haueturned 
it to referreas if it had beene co receiue a confir- 


mation of their Bapriſave, 


For Prigate Bapriſme , by Women or Lay- 
perſons, the beſt Di#/xes doe viterly condemne it, 
and I heare it not generally defended, and I hauc 
often maruelled, that when the Booke in the Pre- 
face to publique Bapriſme,doth acknowledge that 


Bapriſme in the praQtiſe of the Primutine Chareh, 


was anniuerſarie and but at ſet and certaine times, 
which theweth that the Privmitine Church, did not 
attribute ſo muoh to the Ceremonie, as they 
would breake an outward and generall order for 


it, the Booke ſhould afterwards allow of Priuate 


Baptiſm, as if rhe Ceremonie were of that neceſ- 
fitie as the very Inſtitution, which committed 
Baptiſme onely to the Minifters, ſhould bee bro- 
ken in regard of the ſuppoſed neceſhtie. - And 
therefore this point of all others, Ichinke was but 
a conce ([um propter duritiam cord. | 
For the torme of celebrating Matrimonie ; the 
Ring ſeemeth tro many cuen of vulgar ſence 
D 3 _—. and 


| ertaine Conſiderations touching 


and vaderſtanding, a Ceremonte not graue, ipe- 
cially to be made (as the words make it) the efien- 
tiall part of the ation : befides fome other of the 
Words arc noted .in ſpeech to bee not fo decent 
and kr. 

For Muſicke in Charches, That there ſhould be 
ſinging of Plalmes and ſpirituall ſongs, 1s not de- 
nicd,fo the Queſtion is De wodo; wherein ita man 
will looke attentiuely into the order and obſer. 
uance of ir, it is cafie to diſcerne, berweene the 
- wiſedomeof the inftitution, and the exceſle of the 
late rimes, For firſt, there areno Songs or Verſes 
ſung by the Quire, which are not ſuppoſed, by 
continuall vie, to bee ſo tamiliar with the people 
as they haue them without booke, whereby the 
found hurteth not the ynderftanding, and thofe 
which cannot read vpon rhe booke, are yet parta- 
kers of the ſence and may follow it with their 
mind, So again, after the reading of the Word 
of God, it was thought fir there ſhould bee ſome 
pawſe,for holy mediration before they proeceded 
to the reſt of the ſeruice; which pawle was thought 
fir to be filled rather with ſome grauc ſound, then 
withaftill filence, which was the reaſon of the 
playing vpon the Organs after the Scriptures read. 
All which was decent and trending to edification, 
But then the curioſitic ot diuifion and reports, 

-and other figures of Muſick, hane no #ffinitie with 
'the realongble feruice ol Ged, but were added in 


the more pompous times, For 


the Church of England. 
For the Cap and Sarp/ice, ſince they bee things 
in their nature indifferear, and yer by ſome held 
ſuperſticious,. and that the queſtion is betweene 
Science and Conſcience, it ſcemeth to fall within 
the compaſle of the erpofiles rule, which is, that. 
the ſtronger doe deſcend and yecld to the weaker, 
Onely, the difference is, that it will be materially 
ſaid, that the rule holds between priuate man,and 
priuate man, bur not berwecne the conſcience of 
a priuate man,and the order of a Church, Bur yer 
fiace the queſtion at this time is of a tolleration, 
not by conniuence which may incourage diſobe- 
dience, butby law which may giue a liberty, it is 
good againe to bee aduiſed, whether it fall nor 
within the equitie of theformer rule. The rather 
becauſe the Kencing of Miniſters by this occafi- 
on, is in this ſ{carcitic of good Preachers,a puniſh- 
ment that lights vponthe people, as well as vpory 
the partic. And for the Subſcyzption, it ſremeth to; 
bee inthe nature of a conicfhon, and therefore 
more proper to binde in the vnitte of Faith,and to 
be vrged rather for Articles of do@trine, then) for 
Rites and Ceremonies and points of outward 
government, For howſacuer politike confidera« 
tions and reaſons of State, may require vaſtormi- 
tic, yet Chriſtian and diuine grounds louke chict- 


ly vpon vnitie. 


[ 071 bn" touching 
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Taklng 4 4b Preaching 
Mt it {t ry. 


T'O'i\p O ſpeake of a |carned Minifferie, it is true, that 

the worthineſlc of the Pafforsand AMigiſfters i is 
of all other points of religion themoſt ſummary; i 
doe nor lay the greateft,burt themoſt efteQuall ro- 
wards all the reſt. Bur herein to my vnderſtanding, 
while men goe on in Zeale tohaften thisworke ; 
they arc not aware of as great or greater inconue- 
nicncethen that whichthey ſeeke to'remoue,. For 
while they: inucigh againſt a dumbe* Ademiſterte, 
they make too caficand roo promiſcuous an al- 
lowance of ſuch as they account Preachers ; ha- 
uing not reſpe& enough to their: learnings in o» 
ther Artes, which arc hand-maides to Diuinirie ; 
nor reſpect mough to che guift it ſelte which many 
times is none at all,, For God forbid'that euery 
man that can take vnto himſelte boldneffero fpeak 
an houre together in a Church vyponra Text ſhould 
beadmitred fora Preacher though he meane ne- 
uer {ſo well, I know there is agreart latirude in guifrs 
and a great varietic in Auditories and Con 


tions,but yet fo, as there is aliqnid infimtuns, 5 


—_ 
—_— 


which you ought not to deſcend, For you muſt 
rather leaue the Arke to ſhake, as it ſhall pleaſe 


SP PCINcD put vnworthy hands to hold it vp, and 
when 


the Church of England.” 

when we are in Gods Temple, weare warned ra- 
cher to put our hands vpon our mouth,then to of- 
fer the Sacrifice of fooles, And ſurely, it may bejuſi- 


ly thought, that amongſt manycauſes of Athieſmes 


which are miſcrably met in our Age, as Schilmes 
and controuerſtes, prophane ſcoffing in holy 
matters and others, it is not the leaſt that divers 
do adyenture to handle the word of God, which 


are vnfit and vnworthy, And herein T would have 
no man miſtake me, as if Idid exto]l curious and 


affeted Preaching, which is as much on the other 


ſide to be difliked, and breeds: 4rbeiſme and fean- 


dall as well as the other ( for who wouldnor bee 
offended at one that comes into the pulpit, as if he 
came vpon the Stage, to play parts or prizes,) nei- 
ther on the other fide,as if | would diſcourage any 
who hath any tollerable gift,” | 


But vpon this point, I ground three confidera- . 


tions, whether it were not requiſite to renew that 


anos Exerciſe which was praCtiſed in this Chureb 
om 


e yeares;:anhd afrerwards put downe, by or- 
der indeed from the Chareb in regacdof fome a- 
buſe thercof, ineonuenienc for thoſe times , and 


yet againſt the aduiſe and opinion , of one of the 


greateſt and graueſt Prelares of this Land, and 
was commonly called Prophecying; which was 
| this ; That the Miniſters within a Precin&t, did 
meete vppona. wecke day , in. ſome prrncipall 
Towne, wherethere was ſome ancient graue 
E Minifter 


(Certaine(Confldlentions tonching 


Miniſter, that was Preſcdent,and an Auditorte ad- 


mitted of Gentlemen, or orker pertons of leafure 


then cucery Minifter fucccflwely, beginning with 


_ the yorgel}, did bandleone and the tame piece of 
| Scripture, ſpending teucrally ſome quarter of an 


houre or better, & in the wholeſome rwo houres ; 
and (o the Exexcile; beeing begun and concluded 


with prayer, and the Preſtdexe gining a Text for 


the next meeting, the Aſſembly was difſolued. 


' And this was as I take it, a fort-nights Exerciſe, 


which in. my opinion was the beſt way to frame 
and traine Vp Preachers to handle the Word of 
God as it ought co be handled, thathath been pra- 
Qiſed. For we! ſee Orators baue their Declamati- 
ons, Lawyers haue their mootes, Logicians their 
Sophems,. and cuery practife of Science hathan 
excrCile of erudition,end imiration;' befare men. 
come'to the life, onely Preacheng which is the wor- 
thieft;and wherein it is moſt danger to doeamiſſe, 
wanceth.an introduCtion, and 1s ventred and ruſh» 
ed,vpan at vhe firſt; bue wnto this:Exerciſe of the 
Propheſie, | would wifh theſs two additions; the 
one, that afrerthis Exerciſe which is in ſowe ſort - 
publique, there were jmimediatly a private mec- 
ting ot the farye Miniſters where they might bro- 
therly admoniſh the'ove the other, and: eſpecially 


the elder ſort the younger, of aty rhing thar had 
| paſſed in theExercrſe in matter or manner vnfound 
_ and vncomely. And ia a word rhight mutually vic 

+ cb | ſuch 
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ſuch aduiſc; inſtruction, comfort or encontage- 
ment, as occaſion might minifterfor publike re- 
prchentioo were ro bedebarred, 
The other additionxtharh] meane,” ts , that 'the 
ſame Exerciſe were- vied inthe Vniuerſtties for 
young Diuines betore they prefurned to Preach,as 
well as in the Country for Mmiſters;for chey have 
in fome Caliedges an exercite called a' Commun: 
place which can in no degree, bee (o profitable, 
beetng but the fpeech of one man at one rime, 
And ifit bee feared that it may bee occaſion to 
whet mens fpceches for Controuerſtes, its cafily 
remedyed by ſome ftrift prohibition, tharmar- 
ters of Controuerfie tending any way to the vio» 
lating or di{quicting| of the peace of the Church 
be nechandlcd orentred into; which prohibition 
inregard there is euer to be a grave perſon Preſ# 
dent or Moderator .cannot bee ſuffered,” The fe- 
cond coniideration 1s, whether it were not conue- 
nient there ſhould bea more.exadt probation and 
examination'ot Miniſters, Namely, tharthe By- 
ſhops:doenot ordaine alone butby aduiſe;, and 
then that the ancient holy orders ofthe Church 
might be reuiued, by the which the Byſhap. Ci4 
ordaine Miniſters but at foure fer times in the 
yeare, which were called , Quetwor tempora Which 
are.now: called Emb r-weekes > it being thought 
fit to accompany to high an ation with generall 
Faſting , aud Prayer, and Sermons, andall holy 
3 a CXet= 


(certaine Conſiderations touching 


exerciles, And the names likewiſe of thoſe 
that were ordained were publiſhed fome dayes 
before their ordination, tothe end exceptions 
might bec caken if juſt cauſe, were, = 

The third conſideration is ,. that if the caſe of 
the Church of Exgland bee, that where a com- 
| putation 15 taken of all the perockian Pariſhes , 
as allowing the vnion of ſuchas were too ſmall , 
and adjacent, and againe a computation to bee 
taken of the perſons who are worthie to bee Pa- 
tors. And if vpon the ſaid account it fall our,thac 
there are many -more Churches then Paſtors, 
then of, neceflitie , recourſe muſt bee had to one 
of theſe remedies ; eyther that Plaralities muſt be 
allowed, fpecially it you can by permutations 
make the benefices more compatible , 3s there be 
allowed Preachers to haue a more general! charge 
to ſupply and ſerve by turne Pariſhes vnfurniſhed. 


ſeemeth to mee to bee againſt the Communion of 
Saints, and Chriftians, and againſt the praQiſe 
of the Privnigine Church. 


| 
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For that ſome Churchas ſhould bee prouided of 
Paſtors able to teach, and other wholly Ceſtitute, 


T ouching 


_ me a . & - 
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Touching the abuſe of 4 


E xcommunzication. 


pon the carth, being that which is ratified in 
 Heauen, and being a precurlogie or prelaſo- 
ric judgement of Chriſt in the end of the world 
and therefore for this to be vied vnreyerently, and 
to bee made an ordinaric proceſfe to lackie vp 
and downe for Fees, how can itbee without de- 
rogation to Gods honour, and making the power 
of the keyes contemptible > I know very well the 
defence thereof, whichhath no great force, That 
it iſſues foorth-not for the thing it ſelfe, but for 
the comumacic. Idoe not denie but this judge- 
ment isas I ſaid before, of the nature of Gods 
judgement,of the which itis a model]; For as the 
judgement ofGod taketh hold vpen the leaft fin of 
the impenitent,ſo excommuntcatrs,may in caſe ifluc 
vpon the ſmalleſt offence,and in caſe not ifſuevpon 
tbe greateft,but is this cotumacy ,luch a contuma- 
Cie aSExcommunication is now vied tordfor the con» 
traurnacie mult be ſuch, as the partie, as farre as the 
eyc and wiſedome of theChurch can diſcerne,ſtan- 


| Serra is the greateſt judgement vp- 


deth in ſtate of reprobation and Jamnation,as one 


that for that time ſcemeth giuen ouer to finall im- 
penitencic, Vpon this obſeruation I ground wo 
| Wd. 5 conft- 
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(ertaine Conſiderations touching 


conſiderations ; The one, that this cenſure beere- 
ſtored to the true dignitic and vle thereot, which is 
that ic proceed not but incaſes of great weight, 
and that it be decreed not by any Deputie or (ub- 
ſtirute of the By/bop, but by the py/bop in perſon ; 
and not by him alone, but by the 83bop -ſlificd, 
The other Conſideration is, thatin licu there- 
of, there be giuen tothe Eccleſiaſticall Courts, 
ſome o:dinary proceſſe, with ſuch force andco. 
ertion, as appertaineth, That lo-the dignicie of {o 
high a ſentence being retained, and the neceſſitic 
ot mean<proceſle fupplyed, the Charch may bee 
iadeed reftored to the Ancient vigor and ſplendor, 
To this purpoſe joyned with ſome other holy and 


; 


good purpulcs, was there a Bill drawae in Parlia- 
ment in the three and twentic yeare of the raigne 
of the Queene deceiſed, which was the gra- 
ueſt Pai lament char I haug/knowne, and the Bill 
recommended by the graucſt Counſcllor of E- 
ſtare in Pariiament, though attegwards it was ſtays 
ed by the Q icenes (pi ciall commandement, the 
nature of thoic times conſidered, 


Touchmgthe Non-reſid-nts 
and Piur ales. 
E9 R Nor reſents excent itbee ivft of necefſa- 
ry ablence , 17 {:.ineth 10b2 anabuſe drawne 


Our: of couciuulncile and {loath ; for that men 
ſhould 
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the Churehof England. 
ſhould liue of the flocke that rhey doe not feede , 
or at the Altar at which they doe nor ſerue, is a 
thing that can hardly receine juſt defence, And to 
exerciſe the ofhce of a Paſtor in matter of word 
and doQtrine by deputy, is athing not warranted 
as hath becne touched before. The queſtion vpon 
this poynt doth chiefely arife vpon the caſes of 
exception, and excuſation,which ſhall be thoughe 
reaſonable and ſufhcient,8& which nor; for the caſe 
of Chaplaines, let me ſpeake that with your Maje- 
Kics pardon, and with due reuerence towards 0- 
other Peeres and giave perſons, which are by Sta- 
tures priuiledged, I ſhould thinke that'the atcen- 
dance which Chaplaines giue ro your Majeſties 
Court, andin the Houfes and Families of their 
Lords, were a juſter reaſon why they ſhould hane 
no Benifi.e, then why they ſhould beequalified 
to haue wwo, for as it ftandeth with Chrittian po- 
licie,that ſuch attendance bein no wiſe negleQed ; 
becauſe that good which enfueth thereofro the 
Church of God, may excced or coumeruaile that 
which may follow of their labors in avy, though 
ncuer ſo large a congregation, fo it were reaſo- 
nable that their maintainance ſhould Tiberally 
Pprocecd thence whenee their )abours: bee erploy- 
£d. - Neither are there wangag in the Church, 
Dignitics and preferments norjoyned with any 
ex+& cure of ſoules, by which and by rhe hope of 
which ſuch atterdancs in'oremary whe ovghrro 
b- .> (or tc molt pare chey ap — 7 
ort, 


(certaine Conſiderations touching 


fort, may bee further encouraged and rewardeds 


And as for extraordinary attendants they may ve « 
ry well retainc the grace and countenanceot their 
places and duties at times incident therunto with» 
out diſcontinuance or now-reſiaexce intheir paſto- 
rall charges. | 

Next, for the caſe of Intending tudics in the 
Vniuerſities, it will now cafily recciucan Anſwer, 
for ſtudies doe but ſerue and tend to the practiſe 
of thoſe ſtudies; And theref ore by thatwhich mo 
 principall and finall te be left vadone, for the at- 
tending of thoſe which is ſubſeruicnt and ſubmi- 
niftrant, ſeemeth ro bee againſt proportion of rea- 
ſon. Neither do I ſee but that they proceed Right- 
well in all knewledge which do couple ftudic with 
their praiſe, and do not firſt ſtudy altogether and 
then praQiſe altogether. And therefore they may 
very well ſtudy at their bencfce. Thirdly, tor the 
eaſe of extraordinary ſeruice of the Church, as if 
ſome Paſtor be ſent to a generall Counſcl], or here 
_ toaConuocation, andlikewiſe for the cafe of ne- 
ceſſity,as in the particular of inficmity of body and 
the like, no man will contradiQ, but there may be 
ſome ſubſtitution for ſuch a time. But the generall 
caſe of neceſſity, is the caſeof Play4/ities, the want 
of Paſtors and inſefficiency ofLiuings conſidered. 
Poſits, that a man dorh faithfully and inceflant! 
diuide his Jabours berweene two Cures, whi 
kinde of neceflicy I come now to ſpeake of, inthe 
handling of Pluralities, 
For 


— 


the Church of England, | 

For Pluralities, in caſe the number of able Mi- 
niſters were ſufficient, and the yalue of the Benc- 
fices were ſufficient, then Pluralsties were in no 
ſort tollerable. But wee- muſt take heed we defire 
not contraries; For to defire that euery pariſh 
ſhould bee furniſhed with a ſufficient Preacher, 
and to defire that P/aralities bee forthwith taken 
away, is to deſire things contrary, conſidering de 
fatto, there are not ſufficient Preachers for eyer 
Parith ;wherto adde likewiſe,thar there is nor ſu 
ficient liuing and maintenance in.many pariſhes 
ro maintaine a Preacher,and it makesthe unpoſſt- 
biliyie yet much che greater.” The remedies i» re- 
raw 14/874 are but three, Yon, Permut ation, and 
Sapply. Ynion, of ſuch Benefices as baue the Li- 
uing too ſmall,8 the pariſh not too great,and arc 
adiacent. Permut4iion, to make Benefices more 
compatible men bee ouer-ruled to ſome loſle in 
changing a beter for a neerer,  Supph, by. ſtipen- 
daric Preachers to. bee rewarded with {ome libe- 
rall ſtipends to. ſupply as they may, ſuch places 
Which are vnfurnithed of: ſufficient Paſtors,, as 
Queene Elrzaberh amongtt other her Chriſtian 
as, did ere certaine of them in vire, 
towards which 


| perſons, I ſee noreaſon butrea- 
ding Miniſters it chey haue rich Benefices ſhould 
bee charged, i | | 


E Touching 


C ertaime Confuderations rouching 


| Touching the Prouiton for ſuf ficient 


maintenance in the Church. 


Ls + 


Ouching Church maintenance it is well robe 


'+ weighed, what is ure droino, and what is /ore 
poſutivne; it is a conſtiration of the Diuine law, 
where-from Humaine lawes 'cannot derogate; 
that thoſe that feed che flocke, ſhould live of the 
flocke; that thoſe which ſerue at the Altar, ſhould 
line at the Altar ; and which diſpence Spirituall 
things,ſhould reape Tewporall things. Of which 
it is alſo an appendix, that the proportion of this 
maintenance be not (mall or neccfſicious,but plen- 
eifull and liberall; ſo'rhar all the places and offices 
in the Church haue ſuch a donation, that they 


may bee mainrayned according to theyr ſeuerall 


degrees, is. a conftitution parmanent and perpe- 
twall.” But for'parcicularitie of the endowmenr, 
- whether it ſhould confift in Tythes, or Lands, or 
perſons, or mixt, it may make a queſtion of con- 
wenijence z bur, no queſtion of preciſe neceffitic : 
Agpaine, that the caſe of the Church De fas is 
{uch, that there is want in the Church of patrimo- 
nie, is confeſſed forthe principall places ; namely, 
the Biſhops liuings are in ſome particulars nor 
ſufficient; and therefore intorced to bee ſupplyed 
by toleration of Commendams , things in them- 


{clues 


others, the want redoundeth ypoa vs againe,, And 


priations were returned to the Church as thepro- 


| x to mee to fland in ſome ſort obnoxious and ' 
obliged to God in Confcience to doe ſomewhat 


for the Church, to reduce the Patrimonie there- 


the Church of England. : 'S- 
felues ynfit and cucr held of no gooc "re ore. . 

And as for the Benefices and Paſtors place: g it 
is manifeſt, chat many of them were very weake 
and penurious; on the other ſide, that there was. a 
time when the Church was rather burdened with 
ſuperfluitic then with lacke that is likewiſe appa- 
rant, but ic was long ſince, fo as the fault was in 


therefore, chat it were to bee wiſhed, chat Impro- 


perand naturall endowment thereof, As a thing 
likewiſe whercon mensjudgements willnor much 
varie. Alſo, that ic is an Impoſhibilitie ro proceed 
cyther to theyr reſumption or redemption, is as 
plaine on the other fide z for. men are flated in 
them by the higheſt aſſurence of the Kingdome, 
which is A of Parliament, and the value of them 
amounteth much aboue renne SubfiJies. And 
the Reſtitution muſt of neceſſitie paſſe. their hands AY 
in whoſe hands there is intereft and poſſcſhon, | 

Burt of theſe things which are manifeſtly true, to 
inferre and ground fome conclnfions ; Firſt, for 
mine owne opinion and (ince I muſt conteſſe, 
let mee ſpeake jt with reverence, that all the Par- 
liaments fince the 27. and 31. of King Hez;$. who 
ue away: Impropriations from the Charch, 
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Ccertaine Confederations touching 


ts er, Dae 


not | 
- tuall bond whereby men are bound to maintajne 


of ro a comperencie - for ſince they haue debar- 
red Chrifts wife of a great part of her Dowric, it 


wete reaſon they made her a competent loynture. 


Next to fay, that Impropriations ſhould bee 


oriely chirped, that carryeth neyther poſhibilitic 


nor reaſon, Not poflibilirie for the reaſon touch- 
ed before. Not rcalen becaulc if it be conecived 


+ that any other perſons bee charged it ſhould bce 


a recharge or double charge, in as much as hee 
ayeth tythes to the Church, fo the Realme 
hath taken that . away againe from the Church, 
and gaue them to the King, as they might giue 
their tenth ſheaffe, or ninth ſheaffe ; and there- 
fore, the fieſt guife a eyacuated , it can- 

in defeazance or diſgrace of that perpe- 


Gods Miniſters. As we fee in example, that 
divers godly and well-diſpoled perſons dee pur 
in vre who are content to incteaſe their Preachers 
livings , which thoughin Law it bee þuja bene- 
volence; yet before God, it is but a conſcience, 
Farther that Impropriations ſkould not be ſeme- 
what more deepely charged then other reve- 
newes of like valuc;zme thinkes cannot well be de- 
nyed, both in regard of the ancient claime of 
the Church and the inrentionof the fiiſt giver, 
And againe, becauſe they have paſſed rn valuati- 
on betweene man and man ſomenhat atibe leſſe rate, 
in regard of the ſaid pretence or claime in Conſci- 
he ence 


: 


ence before God + But of this point touching 
outs pore I doe notthinke fi The 
ter into a farther particularitie, bur reſerue 'the 
fame to a fitter time, © 

Thus haue I in all kumblenes and finceritie of 
heart, to #he beſt of mine vnderſtanding , given 
your Majeftie tribute of my cares and cogirati- 
ons in this holy buſineſſe, fo highly tending* 
to Gods glorie, your Maieſtics honor, and the 
peace and welfare of your States; in ſo much,as I 
am perſwaded the Papilſis themſelues ſhould 
not need ſo much the {everitie of the/ penall 
Lawes, if 'the ſword of the Spiriz were bet- 
ter edged , by ſtrengthening. the authoritic 
and ſuppreſſing the abuſes in the Church, 


:, 


To conclude” therefore, renuing my moſt . 
humble ſubmiſſion of all that Thave ſaid,to your 
Majeſties moſt. high-wiſedome z and againe, 
woſt humbly craving pardon for my errour 
committed in this writing, with the ſame 
weakneſſe of Iudgement which ſaffered me to 
commit them, would not ſuffer mee to diſcover 
them. Iend with my devour andfervent prayer 
to God, that as hee hath made your Maieftic 
the corner ſtone in joyning your two King- 
domes, ſo you may bee alſo as a corner tone to 
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